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The Russian Situation
As tha situation stands in Russia to-day

ft is quita beyond contemporary under¬

standing or phrasing. One could imagine
Thomas Carlyle writing a chapter headed

"Chaos" and then directing at the Russian

RoTolution that same tremendous sweep of

rhatorlo which through so many chapters
half eliminates and half vitalizes the

French Revolution.
But, fTaft-ír all, it is only for the prophet

to aay what Is going to happen in Russia,
and for tha historian who comes hereafter
to say what has happened. After three

or four months of revolution the least that

the outside world can recognize is that it

understands nothing of tha Russian sit¬

uation.
If one Is to believe the present fact, the

fact vouched for by th» Petrograd dis¬

patches, a new Alexander has set out to

mount tha Russian Bucephalus. All the

world with Allied sympathies hopes and

trusts that Kerensky may ride it, and there

is the suggestion in his first words of that

Napoleonic method which Carlyle called

the "whiff of grapeshot."
Yet, all that anybody can see is that the

prospect of a successful Russian participa¬
tion in the military operations of this year

or next is fading. It is no longer possible
for those who would have ns misunder¬
stand Russia physically that we might
sympathise with her morally to represent.
Russia as reorganized and reborn by the

Revolution, or by the latest phase of the

Revolution, or by the last, brilliant, de-

¦tructive burst of anarchy, into a first

class military nation.
It is obviously quite different in Russia.

The little Russian offensive, which wak¬

ened so much hope, has had as its morrow

rot victory, but disintegration. The Rus¬

sian soldiers who fought bravely at Koniu-

chy and won brilliantly at Kaluscz are on

the run. They pause only to utter new

and profound philosophic and moral specu¬

lations, which have so far failed to check

the onrushing Germans. We see an¬

archy in the ranks, lack of discipline, lack

of proportion, the transformation of mili¬

tary procedure to direct primary and
caucus methods, as a fitting entity.

This is exactly what one should have ex¬

pected to happen. This is exactly what
most military observers did expect. Even
when Russia did make her offensive the
other day, and there was the first faint

suggestion of a success resembling the suc¬

cess of Brusiloff of last year, there was

ttill an unmistakable feeling among all

military and most political observers that
the thing was too good to be true; that it
could not last; that its sole chance of rea!
success lay in the possibility that the Aus¬
trian disintegration had gone one step
beyond the Russian, and that the Russian
attack might produce an Austrian collapse
before It fell itself.

All this is over now. Unless all signs
fail, we are going to see a swift, sure,

1-rutal, successful German drive into Rus¬
sia. We are going to see Russian resist¬

an«» crushed and Russian armies disinte¬

grated, as the army facing the Strypa has

already It-Mi .nVgrated. We are going
to see Gern a- so.diers in the field reap
the harvest sown by German spies and

intriguers behind tne Russian lines. Above

all, we are going to see Germany make one

more colossal bid for a decision and to im¬

press upon the minds of men that she is

unconquerable. The next two or three
months may easily be filled with the his¬
tory of Russian defeat and German vic¬

tory. We may see the German armies in

Petrograd, Moscow and Kiev. The sole

question will be to what extent Germany's
limited man power now will be available
for this tremendous military and moral
«iemonstrntion.
When the campaiKn of If* 17 Is over Ger¬

many may well again propose peace, as she
did last year after her great Rumanian
success, this time with a Russian triumph
far more considerable filling the minds and

heart« of men.. Then the question of peace

or war in Europe will be the question of

what the United States can do and will do

in the course of the next year.
No one should misunderstand the mean-

in«** to Americans of the present Russian

anarchy or of the probable future Russian

military collapse. It means that American

lives and American resources must be

drawn upon to replace the Russian. It

means that Germany will win the war on

her own terms if the United States is not

ready in spirit and prepared in material
to take a considerable part in the campaign
of 1918.
Germany i. : near to victory in

this war. There is no mistaking the fact
that the consciousness of this was the sole
factor in silencing domestic tumult in the

German crisis the other day. Proof of the
Russian collapse was already in German

hands. Now that Russia has collapsed it

If. time to put away all thought and all

talk of peace, because peace we cannot talk

with a victorious Germany, with a Ger¬

many dominating Europe from the Meuse

to the Niemen and from the Baltic to the

Golden Horn. Peace we cannot talk with

a Germany still fortified in the ruins of

Belgium, Northern France, Western Rus¬

sia, Rumania, Serbia, Montenegro, Eastern

Macedonia and all the Turkish lands from
the Straits to Suez and Mesopotamia.
The Russian collapse means that the

American soldiers who are now being sum¬

moned will have to fill the place on the Eu¬

ropean firing line vacated by those Russian
soldiers who listened to German voices

speaking International amity while they
sought universal dominion. So far as one

can now see, Germany has stifled the Rus-
sian Revolution,and it must be Interesting!
to Americana to remember how similar to

the methods she employed in Russia were

the methods used by Germany in tha
United States, with the same end In view
and the same lofty intentions on her lips.

Prospects of the Irish Convention
It is impossible to look forward with

much hope to the outcome of the delibera-
tions which begin in Dublin to-day. A
fundamental condition of success was, as

Mr. Lloyd George admitted and as every
one recognized, that Irishmen of all creeds
and parties should be adequately repre-
sented. In no other way was it to be ex¬

pected that a large assembly could "finally
compose the unhappy discords which have
so long distracted Ireland and impeded its
harmonious development." Otherwise, In-
deed, the prospect of success would be
more promising had it been possible for a

very few leading Irishmen to gather to
gether and endeavor to work out a solu-
tion in private. As it is, the convention
seems to be neither wieldy nor represent¬
ative.
The fatal weakness of the assembly lies

in the abstention of Sinn Féin. No one

knows how strong that party is and no one

can know, for the plain reason that until
quite lately it could hardly be described as

a party at all. It was rather a school of
thought, but that it is now a political party
which has taken definite shape, and has al¬
ready an immense influence in Ireland re¬

cent events have shown clearly enough. It
seems to be excellently organized and
growing steadily in power, especially since
the amnesty for last year's insurrection
and the general relaxation of repressive
orders. Obviously, it ought, under the cir-
cumstances, to be represented in an assem-

bly called for the purpose of drafting a

constitution for the future government of
the country.
The leaders, however, refused to have

anything to do with the convention, their

j aim being the establishment of an Irish
| republic, which naturally cannot be con-

sidered under the terms of reference. They
are waiting for the peace conference after
the war, and in the meantime their avowed
intention is to make things as uncomfort¬
able as possible for England. The new

member for East Clare, urging the young
men of that county to enroll themselves in
the Irish volunteers, warned them that it
was "an army more dangerous than the
British army," but added that in joining it
they would know they were fighting for
Ireland. Talk of this sort is common to¬
day, and people boast openly of what might
be done by "the armed young men of
Ireland."
When the government resolved to release

the Sinn Féin prisoners it was explained
that one purpose was to create before the
convention an atmosphere favorable to con-

ciliation and harmony. There is a new at-
mosphere in Ireland now, but it is not the

j kind of atmosphere the peace maker**
wanted. Moreover, the result of the East
Clare elections has virtually annulled in
advance any decision that may be achieved
by the conference in Dublin.
One who has followed conditions in Ire-

land closely put the case plainly before the
election had been decided. "A Sinn Féin
victory In East Clare," he said, "would at
once render the convention useless and
ridiculous. It would be stupidity and
weakness beyond even the record of the
Irish Office to attach the least value to any-
thing that the convention may possibly
agree to after that. Surely even Mr
Lloyd George understands when his last
weapon breaks in his hands."

It ii clear, then, why no one can look
forward to the discussions which begin to¬

day with more than a passive and détache I
curiosity. There will be a great deal of
talk, and it is conceivable, though by no
ineans inevitable, that some sort of com-

pnMBaaM will be agreed* to. Mr. William
O'l'mn appears to suspect that partition
will be suggested, but that is alt«.-.'ether
unlikely, considering the commun opposi¬
tion U» that polk*" am«.tig Irishmen of the
BOO! «hvergent and «-o-, flic ting vh-ia.-. Hut
it does not really matter, for no decision

that can possibly be reached will be ac¬

cepted by the republican element in Ire¬
land to-day. The real test will come later,

The Shipping Board Sh-dtc-Up
In working his way out of the Shipping

Board muddle President Wilson followed
the line of least resistance. He could not

retain Mr. Denman as chairman of the
board. But for political reasons Mr. Den-

man's face had to be saved, so General
Goethals's services were also dispensed
with. Each combatant in the wooden ship-
steel ship fracas can now claim a draw.
Each can march off the fkld with the satis¬
faction of not having lowered his sword to

the other.
General Goethals's reputation is dimmed

and his great abilities are sacrificed in
order to cover the humiliation of one of the
Administration's most inefficient political
appointees. Mr. Denman was put on the

Shipping Board in payment of political
obligations. He was made head of the
board as the result of an intrigue which
drove from that body its only competent
member, Mr. Bernard N. Baker, of Balti
more. Mr. Baker is a shipping man of
large experience and proved capacity. He
was shunted aside for an admiralty lawyer

In an interview published the other day
Mr. Baker drew this picture of the ex-

chairman of the Shipping Board:
Mr. Denman know» nothing about shirs.

His sole qualifications for the position were

that he had had some experience as a law¬
yer on the Pacific Coast in prosecuting
claims against other nations for alleged in¬

fringement of our rights on the sea. He
was, and is, wholly innocent of any knowl¬
edge which would assist in the building of
a great fleet. He will not cooperate with
General Goethals and he insists on adhering
to the programme for building wooden
ships instead of steel ship«.
As a matter of fact, he has said that he

purposes to make tho chief work of tho
United States Shipping Board the collection
of claims from Great Britain for the In¬

fringement of our rights. This when Gréa*
Britain is our ally will be very embarrass¬
ing to President Wilson. As a result of
these tactics five month,! have passed an 1
the board has no definite policy. It has not
determined whether it will build steel or

wooden ships. Mr. Denman should be re¬

placed at once by a man who really knows
ships and who is big enough to sea tho
necessities of the situation.

The Tribune believed that Mr. Denman's
continuance in an office which he was

grossly incompetent to fill was a scandal
It said last week that he ought to be re¬

tired. It now thinks that an unnecessary
price was paid for his retirement. General
Goethals has not had that fair opportunity
to show what he could do which he was

led to believe he would have when he took
office. He has been treated shabbily. He
has been made a scapegoat for the short¬
comings of others.

But we are in a state of war. General
Goethals will undoubtedly suffer the
wrongs done him with the fortitude of a

soldier and a patriot. He will await a vin¬
dication, and will have the full sympathy of
the public while awaiting it. His wrongs
are an incident. Not forgetting them, the
country will turn with hope to the new

heads of the board and of the subsidiary
ruilding corporation. What is needed most
now íb administrative energy, inspired hy
unity of counsel. Admiral Oapps was for

many years the head of the Bureau of Con¬
struction of the Navy Department. The
country will be reassured by the knowledge
that he has in the fullest measure the tech¬
nical training required for ship designing
and construction. Mr. Hurley is an effi¬
cient and broad-minded administrator. It
is the country's wish that they should work
in harmony. And it il even more impor¬
tant that they should get to work.

Ships. Food and Authority
>-..**» Thr Springfield Ker.uîa'a :n

I* if not true that all ship construction is

being held up by the Goethals-Denroan dif¬
ferences in the Shipping Board. Every
shipyard in the United Statea is working to

its full capacity, and will continue to do BO.

But every day of delay on account of tike
difficulty the principals have in harmonizing
their views postpones the work for the gov¬
ernment, which is to be done in the new

government shipbuilding plants, which are

now imperatively needed. The delay in
awarding new contracts to plants already !n
operation, also, must adversely alTect the
interests of this country in the war.

The organization for executing the gov¬
ernment programma is fundamentally at
fault, it appears. In that there iä a multi¬
plicity of men In authority. The Shipping
Board itself has several members, and, with
General Goethals added, in the role of nn

executive manager of the fleet corporation,
it is a case of too many cooks spoiling the
broth.
For emergency purposes power cone-ti¬

trated in the hands of one man usually
yields the best results, and if the entire
shipping problem could now be passed over

to a single autocratic individual, who could
be held responsible for the output of shins,
the situation would probably be improved.
The same mistake is being perpetrated

in the food bill by the Senate compromise,
which substitutes a three-headed commis¬
sion for a single administrator. There mpy
turn up on the commission some obstinate
creature who will make it his busine.s t..

light Mr. Hoover, which is undoubtedly the
hope of the mischief makers.

The Cost of the Dog
From Th» Portland Oregonuin)

The dog is coming in for closo scrutiny
from the economic viewpoint. It seema ir-
hospltable, to say the least, to count the
value of devotion in dollars and cents, ard
"man's best friend" has always heretofore
been regarded on a sentimental basis, but
war is war, and there is a growing incli¬
nation to investigate.

It is estimated by "Tho Manufacturers'
Record" that there are 25,000,000 dogs in
the United States. As a source of revenue

they would produce $50,000,000 if taxed at
the rate of $2 a head, provided the owner;

of a lot of worthless curs did not kill th<*m
rather than pay the tax. The same writer
estimates that the average dog consumes
food worth 70 cents every week. Author¬
ity for this figure is not given, but the argu¬
ment that much of the food a dog eats
would not be consumed by humans in any
event can be anticipated with the statemert
that if it were fed to other animals, tntm
as pig» and poultry, it would be converted
into food supply for the people. Sever.ty
cenls -i week for each of 2.r'.0nfl,0lin
menns **:«10.00n.non a year, which would fe d
a good many children in BeiK.iim and !' ,

¡and and Armenia Perhap.s the tgara
too high, in any event the amount is ve-y
large.

A Caveman in Office

Ex-Head of Shipping Board Likened
to the Megatherium

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Browsing through the files of the

esteemed Tribune of a generation gone, I was
halted by these prescient lines by one of
your editorial predecessors. Hear him speak
as of to-day in the issue of August 3, 1889:
"No wooden craft of any account disgraces

this enlightened age in carrying human be¬
ings across the ocean. Steel vessels have
superseded the old style fleets of wood. Why
should not steel vehicles do the trar.sporta-
tion across the continents and from place to

(place? Steel cars, properly constructed, of
course, would have all the advantages of
wooden cars without any of their defects. In
the first place, the steel car would be incom¬
parably stronger in cases of accident. It
would be at the same time fireproof, and a«

a matter of economy in the management of
railroads :t would be lighter and far more

durable than one of the present cars."
In the twenty-eight years of subsequent

development great strides have been made,
so that the distance and difference between
ships and cars of steel and the long obsolete
types of wooden construction are so great as to

render a return to the weaker, unsafe and
perishable material absolutely unthinkable
When a hundred million generous people are

urged to eat one slice of bread less per day
in order that three hundred million far
needier people may have a few morsels more,
to witness a propaganda to spend hundreds
of millions oí dollars upon ephemeral and
relatively inefficient ships, hastily flung to-

gether out of green sawed lumber, may be
safely set down as one of the extravagant hal-
lucinations of an unsound mind, incapable of
normal judgment.

But, difficult to realize though it be, it
seems to be true that a troglodyte, a verita-1
ble caveman, one William Denman, true to
name and type, has been dug up from the
fossil beds of the West, and, with a few "me,
tons," has been set up in Washington as a

Shipping Board. And, so misfitted are the
cavi'man and his Fridays for the life and du-
ties of to-day that they have looked with
complacency on the diversion by the astute

Japanese of millions of tons of our ship con¬

struction steel while they have fiddled along
to get Engineer Goethals to waste his ener¬

gies on wooden canoes for transatlantic eer-

vice, and whilo we let our «teel go into Jap-
anese shipping of permanent, serviceable
value.

It would be "to laugh," If it were not so

exasperating. You will remember we once

had a president of the Board of Education who
was disrespectfully characterized as an "edu-
cational mastodon." I would not be so dis-
respectful to the extinct but In its time effl-
cient mastodon as to classify it with the
troglodyte, or caveman; but I might designate
the latter as a megatherium, the great sloth,
who lumbers In the wsy of the famous West
Point engineer.
Can you, csn any man of Intelligence, im¬

agine a greater absurdity than for a man of
the scientific and practical attainments of
Engineer Goethals being coerced by such a

man as Denman, who, like Topsy, "Just
growed"? GEORGE W. DITHRIDGE.

Hollis, Long Island, July 1«, 1917.

Ostropathists and the Army
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I was interested to read in The Tribune
for July 21, 1917, a letter from a practitioner
in osteopathy with regard to the btll In Con¬
gress "to provide for the «election of eateo-

pathic physicians in the medical service of
the army and navy of the United States."
As I have been president of the bosrd of

examiners for the Medical Reserve Corps for
three months snd have, seen personally, or

looked over, the papers of every applicant, I
question the statement of the writer that
"almost a thousand osteopaths have volun¬
teered their services at the front." As a

matter of fact, these gentlemen have been
conspicuous by their absence from recruiting
stations in this state.

I hold no brief against osteopathy, or any
other cult, when it is honest, as all men know,
but I question the "right" of osteopaths to
be admitted to the Medical Reserve Corps un-

less they hold the degree of M. D. This is
not narrow prejudice, but ordinary common
sense.

Patriotism is always commendable, but mis-
directed patriotism, under whatever specious
guise it may be presented, is a delusion.

HENRY C. COE,
Major Medical Reserve Corps, t*. S. A.

New York, July 21, 1917.

An Efficient Department
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As so many people are hammering
the Police Department just now In connec-

tion with the Cocchi affair, I think it is only
fair play to tell you my experience to-day
with the department. We rang up Headquar-
ters to say that our house was about to be
closed for the summer. Within a few
minutes an officer appeared. Upon inquiry
(thinking that they had misunderstood our]
mmmunication), I was delighted to find that
he had b»en sent promptly over to see if my
scuttle end manhole were properly fastened.
This is the first time in twenty years' expe-
rience that this has been done, and I think
that its thoroughness and efficiency should
be given as much publicity as we are accu-.-
tomed to give to all kinds of "knocks" and
criticism. I am convinced that never befoir
has the Police Department reached so high a
mark as in this administration.

ANNIE NATHAN MEYER.
New York, July 20, 1917.

A Chance for Drrtfted Men
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The War Department has announced
that all future officers are to be taken from
the ranks (the National Army included i. Here
if an opportunity for red-blooded men who
expect to be drafted to acquaint themselves
with military duty and become candidate.»
for officers. The writer for over two months |
has been a member of Dr. Boyce's Military1
Training Corps. We drill at Governor's
Island, instructed by regular army sergeants,

¡with real army rifles. Drills take place on j.Saturday and Sunday at 1:45 p. m. On other
days at 3:45 p. m.; also on Monday and Eri-
day evenings. No red tape. Anybody can

join. Come when you can. Take boat at
Battery. In addition to drills we have mili- I

! tary lectures by army officers and military
hikes every two weeks. Information can be
obtained at 19 West 44th Street phone Van-
derbilt 4660), or at Governor's Island.

MURRAY HINGOLD.
New Y->rk, July 22, r.'lT.

Bryan, Daniels, Baker and Anna Shaw
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Mrs. Ida Hustcd Harper, in her re¬

ply to Miss Korbes's letter, speaks of a

searchlight having been turned upon all
women, in consequence of which Dr. Anna)
Howard Shaw shone forth as the one womun
*'.'.¦¦.i to be made th»» head of the woman's
committee of the Council of National De¬
fence. Is this the same searchlight which,
when turned upon all men, gave us Bryan as

Secretary of State, and later Daniels for the
Navy nnd Baker for Wai ?

M K V. WHITE.
Milton, Mai«., July 16, 1917.

Norway's Difficult Position
Bu N. A. Grevstad

Norway, weak in food resources and I

power, but strong in ships, has been ii

position of perplexing difficulties and C

stant perils during the progress of the v*»

To live or not to live.that is the quest
of unrestricted German submarine warf

as applied to Norway. From time

memorial she has been living by the sea í

on the sea, and still depends upon a free

tc keep her people in food and work. 1

German submarine policy has threatened
only the destruction of her splendid m

chant marine, so necessary to the life a

welfare of her people, but is a general a

direct denial of one of the most vital prin
pies upon which rests her existence as

free and growing nation.
Undaunted by Threats

She might have bought practical imn

nity for her ships by accepting German ru

for their sailings. But that would have be

a surrender of her rights under establish
sea law. Undaunted by the ominous threa

she sent her ships through the waters i

fested by mines and periscopes, and her so

were brave enough to man them, though th

knew that they might be sailing to the

death.as hundreds of them did.
While the pluck of the Norwegian peop

and their government has won for the o

"Saga-land" the respect of other countri.
it is not so generally known or under3to<
that Norway has been able to maintain h

firm policy in spite of conflicts raging
her own bosom. She is largely Teutonic
blood, speech, creed and general culture, bi

decidedly western.English, French, Amer

can.in her social fabric and political ideal
The old Teutonic God-lore, hero-lore an

folk-lore attained their highest expressio
not in Germany, but in Norway. Early Ge
manic literature has nothing comparable t

the Norse saga3 and other writings, wher

Wagner found all ready-made his galaxy c

heroes and her-jines. Similarly, old Non
law represents the early Teutonic ideal c

social justice in its clearest form. Th

Hansa League obtained a firm foothold i

N'orway, as in other northern lands, an«

though it was finally driven out, German
have ever since taken a leading part in th
industrial and commercial development o

the country.
Culture Teutonic. Sympathies Pro-Ally
With the adoption of the faith of Luthe

German influence In theology became pre
dominant and gradually extended to thi
sciences, literature and art. Norway's re

cent relations with Germanv, if on the whol
less dependent, have been even closer. Ibsr*n

Björnson and the lesser lights of her modert
literary renaissance have passed into th«
world at large through the door of Germany
Her musicians, painters, engineers, etc., hav«
received finishing touches in German con¬

servatories, studios or school?. Hamburg
has been the greatest of foreign ports for

N'orwegian trade. It is needless to add that
at the outbreak of the war the army officers
of Norway, like those of most neutral coun¬

tries, were largely pro-German in their sym¬
pathies.
Thus, Norway took her place as a spectator

of the war, honeycombed with German cult¬
ural ideas and enmeshed in German relations
on every hand. The university, the army, the
schools, the Church and to a large, extent her
commerce were sources and centres of strong
German influence. To cap it all, trade with
Germany was hugely profitable. And yet,
somewhat strange as it may seem, the sym¬

pathies of the Norwegian people have been pro-
Ally from the time the first shot was fired by

a German gun, and would have been pro-«
I even if the violation of Belgian neutra
and the outrages in Belgium and north
France had been unwritten chapters.
The political instincts and ideals of

people were stronger than the cultural
by which the leading circles were bound
Germany. As the character of the world c

test gradually became clearer the current
national opinion absorbed the German edc
and set with swelling volume toward
powers fighting for democracy.

It is an interesting coincidence that, wl
Germany to-day is the most autocratic co

try in Europe, Norway, inhabited by
northernmost branch of the Germanic race

the most democratic, and has been for c

turies. Beginning at a very early period
her history, her political development took
opposite course from that of the south«

1 German lands. She remained untoucr

plike by Roman and Hun. The civil law c<

quered Germany; Norway maintained I

I native fabric of law almost intact and th

¡ preserved the spirit of sturdy manhood a

I individuality that is the source of liberty s

«lemocracy.
Germany became the cradle of the feur.

system; Norway is the only country in E
rope where the feudal system never obtain
a foothold. Her kings were not permitted

| usurp autocratic powers nor to oppress t

people for any length of time. Strong p«
sonalities as many of them were, they we:

] in fact, only more or less assertive pre:
dents, depending for their tenure of offi
upon good behavior. The speech of Notwi
of those times was a twin of Anglo-Sax«
and her intellectual and commercial inte
course was mainly with the peoples of tl

west.
Ready to Do Its Share

The political history of modern Norwt
'

presents interesting parallels to her demi
cratic tendencies of earlier times. Durir
the past century she leaned upon the Westei

powers and received political inspiratior
from France, England and the United State
Her constitution of 1814, the oldest ainon

the written organic laws of the Old World,
still the most democratic in Europe. In th

course of the many upheavals of the nini

teenth century it was exposed to many dsr

gerous attacks inspired or directed by Pru<
sia and Austria. But the people of Norwa
have always defended their Magna <?hart
as stubbornly and successfully as have th
French their sacred Verdun.
These scattering rays upon the history o

Norway may reveal in a measure the char
acter of her national psychology during th

war. She is a country of a double personal
ity; of two faces, yet not double-faced. In th
finer webs of her culture, as in her eating ani

'Irinking and manners, she is closely allie«
to Germany; and she has held the Germar

people in high esteem, excepting Germar

tourists "doing" Norway, whose conduct ap

pears to have been somewhat prophetic oi

that of the submarines of these latter days
Every time her people attend church German-y
appeals to them through Luther's hymns and
teaching.

In spite of all these subtle forces the faces
of the Norwegian people are set sternly
against Germany in this war. For they can

see that victory for the Central Powers
would mean the end of an independent and
free Norway. They feel, almost with passion,
that the Allied Powers, and especially tho
United States, are fighting for what is the
life-breath of Norway and all other coun-

tries: justice and freedom on land and sea,

untrammelled democracy, national Indepen¬
dence and a peaceful world in which even a

small nation may have its place in the sun.

And if they shall be called upon to do their

part of the work they may be relied upon to

tight like men.

Enlistments in Vermont
The Green Mountain State Has Not

Been a Slacker
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: During the last few weeks statements

have appeared repeatedly in the press with
reference to the small number of enlist«
ments from the State of Vermont. The true

condition of affairs as shown up by the
actual figures may be of interest, to those
Vermor.ters at least who take a pride in the

old record of the Green Mountain Boys and
their present standing.
The per cent of estimated population of the

United States which entered the military
service of the country through the National
Guard and the reguUr army from April 1
to June 30, 1917, was .0044. Vermont's per
cent was .00738. Only eight states and ter¬

ritories are ahead of Vermont.Hawaii, Ore¬

gon, District of Columbia, Montana, Maine,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Wyoming,
in the order named. It is interesting to

notice that four out of the first nine states

on the list are within the New England group.
The per cent in the other New England

states is as follows: Maine, .0081; New
Hamp.-hire, .0078; Massachusetts, .005");
Rhode Island, .0077; Connecticut, .0045.
Compared with Massachusetts, for instance,

Vermont has furnished for the military ser¬

vice during this period 1 to 135 population,
and Massachusetts 1 to 175 population.

Vermont's quota of the draft fur 887,000
men on the basil of estimated population
would be 1,932 men. We are required to
furnish 1,049, thus showing that we have al¬
ready furnished Sr-'.', more than our proper
share. Our National Guard has been in the
Federal service since April 2. Consequent¬
ly, men in that branch are and have
been just as effectively in the sei-vice of the
country as though they had been in the
regular army. HAROLD LADD «*-MITH.

Proctor, Vt., July 21, 1917.

Rejected Volunteers and the Draft
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Almost four months have elapsed
since war was declared and as yet there has
been no provision made for "rejected volun¬
teers." By the term "rejected volunteers"
I mean those men who volunteered their ser-

vices previous to the registration date,
which was June 5, and who were not ac¬

cepted.
The newspapers from coast to coast

shouted "Volunteer! The country needs
men!" The billboards all o*tot the 1'nited
States sent forth the same call, and after it is
all said and done what consideration doe«, a

volunteer K^t? He applies for enlistment,
is examined and rejected, even gets a card'
signed by the examining officer to prove
that he was turned down; but in spite of

I is forced to register on June 5. along!
with the conscripts, and later on is given ai
draft number.
Up to the present date the newspapers

have made no announcements as to the
whereabouts of any military offices at which
rejected aaa can präsent their cards and!
obtain a badge or certificate of some sort to
sh»»w that they have done what was asked of
thim by the government. They ought to
have been Spared the humiliation of having
t«. register for the draft, let alone having to
stand the ordeal of being sent for when a

number is placed alongside of their names
on that selective list.

JOHN H. FILMAN.
New York, July 22, 1317.

Goths and Huns
The Former Did Not Create a School

of Architecture
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: To-day I have received a pamphlet
called "The Conquest of the United States,"
published at 210 Fifth Avenue. In it, on

pages 26 and 27, occurs a quotation from

your paper of September 22, 1914, as follows:
"The destruction of the Cathedral of Rheims

put Germany again on the defensive as an

exponent of the spirit of savagery in war.

The ruin of the beautiful monument of medi¬
aeval art is a piece of vandalism which re¬

duces German military methods to the level
of those of the Goths and Huns."
The word Goths is followed by an asterisk,

referring to a footnote which reads:
"The architecture of the cathedral is

Gothic."
I have written as follows to the American

Truth Society:
"A pamphlet has just reached me, called

'The Conquest of the United States,' with the
sub-title, 'A Book of Facts.*
"On page 27 is the end of a quotation from

The New York Tribune which refers to the
military methods of the Goths. A footnote
to the word Goths states that the archi¬
tecture of the cathedral is Gothic.
"This is wholly misleading and should not

appear in 'A Book of Facts.' The architect¬
ure of the cathedral of Rheims is called
Gothic through an error of ignorance.
"The Goths were not architects, and had

nothing to do with the magnificent church
architecture that honors their memory so

falsely.
"This style is purely the product of France

and was an evolution from the Roman style.
When the French architecte discovered the
groined arch and vault, resulting from the
intersection of two round arches, the germ
of the new style was found.
"No Goths or Hur.s have ever devised a

great form of architecture. The great or¬

ders have all arisen in Greece, Italy and
France, and these have been modified in other
countries.
"The activities of the Goths were confined

to the second and third centuries A. D.
"The architecture in (MStfon grew up in

the Ile de Fiance-that is, the region of
France near Paris, about one thousand years
later, so, you see, the error is considerable."

CHARLES A. DOWNER.
New York, July 23, 1917.

A German Peace **-

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: What do they mean by a German

peace or honorable peace? B goes out and
says to his gang, "Now I'm going to give A a

good trimming." He meets A, and they start
slugging each other, and B finds that A is no
slouch and is gradually getting the better of
bun. B thinks, "What will I say to my gang
if I get a beating?" So he digs down in his
pocket and offers A a ten spot to call it
square. Perhaps that is Germany's idea of
an honorable peace. V. BOETSCH.

Elizabeth. N. J , July 22, 1917.

The Tribune's Draft Report
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I wish to thank you for the interest
you have taken in this morning's paper and
arranged the draft numbers in a way so it
was not necessary to go blind in finding one's
number. _.

New York, Jul> 21, 1917.

Dr. Singer and Tacitin
Sho-wiiiftthe German-Americanl¿To Be a Superficial RooditTo the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: Dr M,ch.el Singer, "G
can editor.' in citing Tacitus in *
of June 5, i, guilty of auppreMio ,'Z ¦*-*
if Germany is on trial, ethically «d .¿J«The Tribune, as protagonist of th,3Swill surely accept additional -*-"¦ ^**>
et contra. .""*.. Pr»

Both C-esar and Tacitus record that HLorraine is "disputed teritory"- bu» |******
true, praises German chae*,.. *¦
the fomn... «* - '*.}. ULlater, the famous Englishman ¡V t 5S

wrote of German stock as one "of th
**

moral races of men the world hi! ! *,n
with the soundest laws, the least**Mn*

¡passions, the fairest dome«.- ../'"''"
virtues."a .*.*-'

Mr. Andrew D. White, our Aab.Iltdti .Germany, :n a lecture at Berlin in n"
"Prussia after having been cru»h«d wÏpoleon, began a thorough ev0'utiöa
strength. Prussia began that evolutio."^.* moral *,iU^Kant was evolved-the categorical 222
¡-the ethical idea of duty, 'Thou ¿K5sh.lt not' The ..«,¦, Jjcoming of Emperor William and B ,¡7*'And so was evolved the Germ,n *ia.Prussia has advanced by a steady -*3
of the moral ser.3e of her people «,ST'.has presented one of tho mo,t^mMmmZ

jters in the history of human pro-.»,,,.
Tacitus dwells on the "bestial d*-" ka*

ness" of the German race, refer«* tTeï
disgust by Montaigne and perpetaa»ed WBismarck's affirmation that the hum« Z
tellect b-fgins to work prop.r]y »u-a J
two bottles." Tacitus assert» th« 42leader commands by example, tn¿ rJ t*
authority; if he is always parading iuJ.before the people their admiration bieoB«another form of oh-dience"; snd Tact",*
saw ItM when he added: "The Ger.i. m
fers to gain bv slaughter rather t.-M j."toil " Recent peace proposition» br (V
many laphasin Tacitus of the (J~.r¿.t u,
gions: under Agrícola "Sol.tudinin fit*-,..'
.nacem appellant." far-ar ttmhfaa
"Deutschland über Alles," when ir. u
Commentaries he stated: "The Gt'nuii
think they are superior to all on earth. ..(
.hat. not even th« immortal goda ere f.**
equals."
"War." said Mirabeau, "Is the notional ia-

dustry of Prussia" Gouverneur Mcrrii, our
Minister to France in 1734, wrou homÜi
"The character of this peopU (Prniila)
formed by a succession of rapacious khn

ii? turned to usurpation."
Juvenal said, MN years ap>, "Nemo n.

pente fuit turpissimus.** If Dr. 8in-*»r i*.
mands the incorporation amonj ut of th«
.'German spirit" because Frederick II .».»., ...
ideal democrat, "the chief servant of the

| 'state." others recall Diderot, Treier.'l
II was a great king, a bad man, and a dee!«
.n counterfeit coin"; and thi world canr«
forget that because of close contact with hit
own people Frederick said of mankind: "Er
kennt nicht diese verdammte Race."

Paris, June 24, 1917, LESLIE CHASE.

Wants Woman Suffrage Repealed
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I would like to suggest the immedu!«
cessation of all woman suffrage agitatioaat
propaganda. The further extension e-fia**
franchise to women should be itopped forth«
with. Moreover, in tha Weetern luffi-a**
states "votes for women" ehould be repea!«d.
I havo lived in the West, and I know that
woman suffrage is not only an ntter failure,
but a menace to the state and to women.

It is on intolerable situation that the mai«

hood of this nation should be conscripted an!
that men should hold themselves in i-e-ad.neu
to defend this government to the Ultima'.*
point of sacrifice, in order to place the reiti

of government in the hands of dominant "ca¬

en leaders. The whole trend of féminins*
forcing men into subservience to women. Is-
numerable examples of tail may be bstt*.
ered in thg> United States by any ore alert
enough to read the "dgni of the timea.

It is time to call a halt. Gover-.rieüt |
man's work, and the woman who reipecn
neither the rights nor the ri ; N :'

men is an egotist. EgOtita il the root rf
mania. If the suffragist considers henelf
the "equal" of man, then lha should den*:*
strate it, not by parading, breaking tie h»
or firing verbal shot.-, bal b* '

gun and getting into tho Tenches.
INDIGNANT MOTHEE

Hillsdale. N. Y.. July », ItlT.

Liquor and L.aw
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: To-day on the back page of Tr.*Tr*>
une there ¡3 an item of some new pro*.«'-'!
association of liquor men. It ia mmbm
that the prohibition of whiskey tti o'.h«r

strong drinks will knock out th« eelocr.a» *****

they cannot meet their MfMM en beer sad

wine only.
That liberty-loving institution th* Ig"

trade will find out a way to make- mb .*."

laughing stock.
To-day the saloons are prohibited to m*

men in uniform. Do th«*** (.bey' .*ct %!
jugful. They sell to a man II uniform J*
as they sell to the police, on the «¡T-
There is no law the liquor saloon ¦¦ .**

unless forced to. .

Why. to-day if the liquor laws were teSam
over MM saloons «roold be closed up, m

would be diminished, homes would be jjg
ened. burdens would be made easier, taSao
city would make a long »*eP 'n ¦. ****.].
righteousness and holir.es« and
liberty. JAME? V. CHALM*..«-
New York, July 21, »IT.

Red Cross Dividends
To the Editor of The Tribu*

Sir: I read the letter of Seward Pr***^
in re Red Cro.*s dividends with intet**»*- ¦

I don't understand what right tha <...*£.
have to declare these dividendi """J
to other stockholders and tell th«=

he or they shall do with their own prop«-^
If they (the director«! have, wb>* C*ü-Je--
not draw the checks direct to the B*<* *gj
or Mr. S. P. and be sure it went ****r,/Tl-,
thought it ou.-h: to1 There is . ** **\kn,
kind of charity going around a°*~^'¿
the other fellow's money. The qu*«-- 4j

the Red Cross bering a «orthy c.isr. ^
-..,, beyou-i the question. Hc:^;r^
carrying out a trust a:*..! ttot . I" utm
ere still important T. H CàU*******

Brooklyn. July N, ItlT.

A Hopeful Sign
To the Editor of The Tribune. .

Sir: The Mayor has done hin's'' '"^n
reappointing Magistrate Norman J **** ^
defiance of the usual »¦.l*r'**ï'i!l il**
term of ten year». It II h hoP';ul. 'f ttCtr
the eminent judicial qualities <*.

lent magistrate were of thtmwl*****
to overcome the special appeals i<*

^ ^
berless aspirant» for a much desi i ^-.
too often acceptably filled office. ^
be veil if the non-partisan f0,nmj,',,t,, f«
atituted to aid in the cho.c« of eari ^
judicial ofiice might messure th* * * ^
of the Mayor's act and ¦»..v«t,.J"' hll',lN»
to one of the higher benches, wh7J.vy£|.
tiea would not be unweleom«. ***

New Yorlt, July 20, ItlT.


